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midterm follow-up period. The leakage at the proxi-
mal suture and graft kinking was rather overestimated
or might have alleviated by the time of postoperative
assessment.
We conclude that TEE facilitates surgical endovascu-
lar stent grafting, especially in determining the graft
size, navigating endovascular procedures, and assess-
ing the results immediately after these procedures.
Intraoperative assessment is predictive of the postoper-
ative result.
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THE THORACIC SURGERY FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
Kennedy School Sabbatical
The Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Research and Education announces that applications for a year-long sab-
batical to do graduate studies in health care policy at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government are
now available. Candidates will be accepted early on a rolling admission basis by the graduate school, and schol-
arships will be awarded by The Foundation’s Education Committee. The Kennedy School will review complet-
ed applications for the program starting January 3, 2001, and is prepared to make decisions on applications with-
in two weeks of their receipt. The Foundation will make a decision on applications for Alley-Sheridan
Scholarships within two weeks of their receipt to The Foundation office. If an interested surgeon has applied to
the Kennedy School very early in January, it is possible to have the admissions and scholarship decisions com-
pleted by February 1. Please call Lainie Castle at The Foundation office for more information at 312-644-6610,
extension 4798.
TSFRE Grateful Patient Program
One of The Foundation’s primary fund-raising goals is to raise funds through major gifts each year. The
Foundation’s new Grateful Patient Program is one way in which we hope to secure major gifts, as your patients
are the most valuable and likely source of potential contributions to The Foundation.
The Grateful Patient Program has been established to enable each of us to provide the opportunity for our
patients to consider a gift to The Thoracic Surgery Foundation. This can be done in a manner which makes it the
patient’s choice to approach The Foundation, rather than our asking them directly. The Foundation’s new
Grateful Patient brochure explains the program in detail and is a useful tool in communicating with a grateful
patient. The brochure can be placed in your waiting room for patients to take if they choose to. Or, should patients
ask you directly how they can express their thanks for your care, suggest the Grateful Patient Program and give
them a brochure. Depending on what you know about a patient and the relationship you have with him or her,
you may wish to directly ask them to consider a gift as a grateful patient to The Foundation. The Foundation staff
can help you develop a strategy to accomplish this.
To obtain copies of the Grateful Patient brochure, please contact Lainie Castle at 312-464-6100 (telephone),
312-527-6635 (fax), or lcastle@sba.com (E-mail). Sustaining our programs depends on individual gifts. Your
support of the Grateful Patient Program helps The Foundation provide ongoing research and education programs
which ultimately benefit your patients. Thank you in advance for your thoughtful participation in this program.
